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Old  Timers  Swap  Tales  of  Early  History 

As  Underwood  Marches  Toward  Its  Doom 

i 


Deserted  ....  boarded  up  home  where  William  Tarbox,  elec¬ 
trician,  lived,  first  of  Underwood  homes  to  die  under  company  edict. 


Stories  Depict  Village’s 
Birth,  Distinguished 
Career 


The  village  ot  Underwood  has 
had  its  day,  and  a  little  town 
which  had  a  glorious  history  will 
soon  be  just  another  “Deserted 
Village” — left  behind  in  the  on¬ 
ward  march  ot  time  and  progress. 

The  death  knell  has  been 

unded  for  the  little  community 
by  the  edict  of  the  Pittston  Com¬ 
pany  that  it  must  be  evacuated 
gradually,  it  was  disclosed  Mon¬ 
day.  Three  families  will  move  out 
this  week,  their  nomes  will  be 
boarded  up  as  two  houses  already 
have  been  closed  forever. 

Other  residents  have  been  or¬ 
dered  to  move  by  October  1  at  the 
latest. 

And  so  in  the  d;-ing  community, 
the  old  residents  swapped  tales 
yesterday  of  their  town  which  had 
*  glorified  birth  and  a  distin¬ 
guished  youthful  career. 

Life  in  this  wooded  section  be¬ 
gan  in  1912,  when  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Coal  Company  built  the 
first  model  coal  colliery  on  a 
clearing  in  the  valley  at  the  foot 
of  the  Moosic  Mountain.  Part  of 
the  village  was  in  Olyphant  and 
part  in  Throop.  The  dividing  line 
ran  right  down  the  center  of  the 
main  street  (which,  by  the  way, 
was  paved),  and  the  miners  and 
their  families  resided  in  Olyphant, 
while  the  officials'  nomes  were  in 
Throop. 

A  modern  schoolhouse  was 
erected  in  the  center  of  the  town. 
It  was  ungraded  and  presided  over 
by  a  teacher  from  Olyphant  or 
Throop.  On  bitter  Winter  days 
when  snow  was  several  feet  deep, 
ne  of  the  officials  would  send  a 
conveyance  into  town  to  bring  the 
teacher  to  her  young  charges. 
Daily  the  children  of  the  town 
learned  their  ABC’s  and  great 
stress  was  laid  upon  the  Palmer 
method  of  penmanship,  arithmetic, 
spelling  and  grammar.  Students 
leaving  the  school  for  a  graded  in¬ 


stitution  of  learning  were  very 
apt  to  find  they  could  do  com¬ 
pound  fractions  and  carpet  a  floor, 
but  were  a  little  at  a  loss  as  to 
the  capital  of  Georgia,  or  who  won 
the  French  and  Indian  War.  On 
Sundays,  the  school  became  a 
church,  and  visiting  preachers 
would  deliver  the  sermon  to  the 
older  people,  while  a  few  of  £he 
townsfolk  taught  Sunday  School 
for  the  children. 

No  Stores  in  Village 

There  were  no  stores  in  this  In¬ 
fant  village,  which  received  its 
name  when  the  late  F.  D.  Under¬ 
wood,  then  president  of  the  JSr:  ? 
Railroad,  visited  there  shortly  a;  - 
ter  its  completion.  The  townspeo¬ 
ple  were  so  impressed  with  their 
visitor  that  they  resolved  to  name 
their  village  for  him.  Approxi¬ 
mately  250  hand  picked  residents 
peopled  the  village.  They  were  the 
miners  and  the  officials  df  the 


company  together  with  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  There  were  no  merchants, 
bakers,  butchers  or  candlestick 
makers.  Supplies  had  to  be  pur¬ 
chased  in  either  Throop  or  Oly¬ 
phant.  For  the  convenience  of  the 
female  portion  of  the  community, 
a  bus  ran  between  Underwood  and 
Thepop,  meeting  the  car  line  in 
Throop,  and  proceeding  into 
Scranton,  where  the  women  might 
buy  their  frills  and  furbelows. 

There  was  no  doctor  or  nurse, 
the  residents  depending  for  ex¬ 
pert  medical  care  upon  the  prac¬ 
titioners  of  either  of  the  adjoining 
boroughs.  It  was  up  to  the  women, 
in  most  instances,  to  render  first 
aid  to  children  or  their  menfolk 
hurt  in  the  mines. 

Miners’  Monthly  Rent  $6 

In  the  center  of  the  town,  two 
bath  houses  were  built.  These 
were  a  decided  innovation  for  a 
mining  town,  and  were  for  the 
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